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Neshannock band member will be celebrated 
by family, friends on Senior Night

BY KAYLEEN CUBBAL
NEW CASTLE NEWS

Chris and Will Parish have long 
looked forward to this night, 
when their daughter Katie will 
be honored as a senior member of 

the Neshannock High band.
Katie would have linked arms with 

her parents and proudly made her 
way across the field, her big smile and 

long, flowing red hair lighting 
up Bob Bleggi Stadium.

Instead, hearts will be 
heavy when the Parishes 
take the field without their 
beloved daughter and only 
child, who died unexpect-
edly Sept. 8.

As loved ones continue 
to mourn her death, 
however, they also 
plan to celebrate the 
life of  this vivacious 
17-year-old whose life 
was taken too soon.

“She was our 

whole life,” Chris said, eyes filled 
with tears. “She was the center of  our 
everything.”

LOSING KATIE
Playing in the marching, concert 

and jazz bands was everything to 
Katie, who took to music from a young 
age and picked out the trombone as 
the instrument she would play for the 
next eight years.

She was excited to play that trom-
bone at Neshannock’s home opener 
against Quaker Valley.

She came home from school that day 
and waited for Chris to arrive after 
work from her job as a physical thera-
pist at Sharon Regional Hospital. The 
Parishes’ security cameras recorded 
Katie leaving family dog, Lucy, out 
14 minutes before Chris pulled into 
the driveway. Chris walked in to find 
Katie on the couch with Lucy at her 
side. Chris approached her daughter 
and realized she wasn’t breathing.

“I thought at first that she was tak-

Remembering Katie

Katie
Parish
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Man faces 
deportation for 

ID theft of 
hospital workers

PITTSBURGH (AP) — A 
Cuban national faces deporta-
tion once he finishes serving 
about three years in prison 
for his role in an international 
conspiracy to file more than 
900 phony federal tax returns 
seeking $2.2 million using 
employee information stolen 
from the University of  Pitts-
burgh Medical Center.

Yoandy Perez Llanes , 34, 
pleaded guilty to money laun-
dering conspiracy and aggra-
vated identity theft charges 
in April. He’s been in custody 
since his arrest in Venezuela 
in May 2015. He was sentenced 
Thursday by a federal judge in 
Pittsburgh who gave him cred-
it for 30 months in custody, 
then ordered Llanes to spend 
six more months in prison 
before deportation.

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Gregory Melucci said Llanes’ 
role was to track phony tax 
refunds that were to be paid 
as Amazon.com credits and to 
receive cellphones, computers 
and other electronics bought 
with the credits that were 
shipped to him in Venezuela. 
The service converting tax 
refunds to Amazon credits is 
offered by online filing service 
Turbo Tax and is known as 
monetizing.

The investigation into who 
actually hacked into UPMC’s 
computers and presumably 
sold that information on 
encrypted sites known as 
the Dark Web continues, 
Melucci said, as it does into 
who directed Llanes and oth-
ers underlings to traffic in 
the goods that were bought, 
shipped and resold for profit.

According to the indictment, 
Llanes and at least three others 
who have not been publicly 

State gets 
extension 

on REAL ID 
compliance

BY JOHN FINNERTY
CNHI HARRISBURG BUREAU

HARRISBURG — Travelers 
can breathe a sigh of  relief.

The federal government 
is giving Pennsylvania a 
one-year reprieve to comply 
with new rules to tighten the 
security of  the state’s driver’s 
licenses.

Gov. Tom Wolf  announced 
Thursday that Pennsylvania 
now has until next October to 
comply with the federal REAL 
ID law.

This extension to Oct. 10, 
2018 means that Pennsylvania 
residents will not face access 
issues when entering federal 
facilities or boarding commer-
cial aircraft through that date.

Pennsylvania is one of  17 
states given the one-year 
reprieve to meet the new REAL 
ID requirements, intended to 
provide more secure identifica-
tion for travelers in the wake of  
the 9/11 terror attacks.

“I am thankful that DHS has 
recognized Pennsylvania’s 
efforts in becoming compliant 
with the REAL ID Act,” said 
Governor Wolf. “REAL ID is 
a priority for PennDOT, and 
we look forward to being able 
to offer REAL ID-compliant 
products as an option for our 
customers.”

The state Department of  
Transportation anticipates that 
REAL ID-compliant driver’s 
licenses will be available at the 
customer’s option in March 
2019. While PennDOT’s current 
extension only lasts for a year, 
state officials have said they 
expect the federal government 
to give additional extensions as 
long as the state is moving to 
comply with the law.

Job fair points students to future
BY MARY GRZEBIENIAK

NEW CASTLE NEWS 

There are many terrific 
jobs to be had in Lawrence 
County.

This is not the usual mes-
sage high school students 
hear, but it was a strong 
one as representatives of  
local business and industry 
came to the Scottish Rite 
Cathedral for the ninth 
Business and Industry 
Career Fair Thursday. 

About 600 tenth-graders 
from 10 school districts 
arrived in in waves at the 
event. where 18 businesses 
and and eight colleges and 
trades schools provided 
exhibits and personnel to 
chat with students about 
their futures.

“Students do not have a 
clear picture of the variety of  
different occupations in this 
area,” said Paula McMillin, 
the outgoing executive direc-
tor of the School to Work 
program, main sponsor of  

the event. “We are showcas-
ing opportunities at every 
level of education.”

She explained that many 
students don’t realize for 
example that in a place 
such as UPMC Jameson, the 
county’s largest employer, 
there are jobs besides those 

related to medicine. One 
task of  the fair was to let 
students know of  opportu-
nities in accounting, mar-
keting, human resources 
and other areas in many 
types of  businesses.

MARY GRZEBIENIAK | NEWS
Tiffany Gilkey and Caitlin Bobanick of Berner International talk to students from Wilmington 
Area High School at Thursday’s event. The students, from left, are Tommy McConnell, Harlee 
Crosby, Brandi Buxton and Autumn Masters.

MARY GRZEBIENIAK | NEWS
Lonnie McFall of Carpenters Local 420 talks to students, from 
left, Ben Williams, Ryan Popovich and Sam Bevilacqua about 
the great opportunities in the trades.
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