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NEW YORK (AP) — The 
microwave ate my homework? 
Reusable notebooks where 
writing disappears with heat 
are among the basic school 
supplies raising their game 
against gadgets like iPads.

Also hot in the paper aisle 
this year: Decorative tape, 
creative journals and scented 
pencils in smells like bacon 
and pickle.

“There’s an explosion of  
innovation and fun” in school 
supplies, said Scott Bayles, 
vice president of  stationery 
at Walmart. He noted that 
people are looking for ways to 
relieve stress through creative 
expression, and that’s trick-
ling down to kids.

Companies that make school 
supplies have figured out how 
to get parents to spend more 
by offering innovations on the 
basics, said Marshal Cohen, 
chief  industry adviser at The 
NPD Group. At Staples, for 
example, a pack of  72 basic 
No. 2 pencils costs about 
$15.49, or 21 cents each, while 
a pack of  five scented pencils 
runs $7.99, or $1.60 each.

Overall, stores expect 
a healthy back-to-school 
shopping season, fueled by 
a strong economy and high 
consumer confidence. Deloitte 
forecasts that back-to-school 
spending will increase 2.2 per-
cent to $27.6 billion this year, 
with the average spending per 
household rising slightly to 
$510 from $501 last year. That 
includes $112 on school sup-
plies, up from $104.

Here are four trends:
•NEW KINDS OF NOTE-

BOOKS AND PENS: The 
Rocketbook Wave notebook 
that runs about $25 works like 
a traditional pen and paper 
version. But when pages are 
full, you can scan them with 
the app and send the contents 
to the cloud. If  you used the 
Pilot FriXion pen, you can 
erase the notes by heating it 
in the microwave, and then 
reuse it. Using only the Pilot 
FriXion pen works in a sim-
ilar way. You can make cor-

rections on a page by heating 
the ink in the microwave or 
by rubbing the eraser tip to 
cause friction. Put it in the 
freezer and the ink will reap-
pear.

Bullet journals that adults 
have adopted over the past 
few years are making their 
way to the back-to-school 
aisles. The notebooks become 
a mix between a diary, a wish 
list and a to-do list, and can 
help keep track of  homework, 
school projects and school 
events. Events can be marked 
by an “O’’ bullet, while tasks 
can be a dot.

•DECORATIVE TAPE: 
Adhesive tape including Jap-
anese paper called washi has 
been growing in popularity, 

and the trend has moved 
into school supplies. Kids 
are using the tape to deco-
rate their notebooks, pens 
and pencils and other items, 
says Kaleigh Sands, a Staples 
spokeswoman.

“It’s customizable,” Sands 
said, noting that kids want to 
personalize their own items.

•SCENTS AND COLORS: 
Elmer’s has been expand-
ing beyond its famous white 
school glue to purple, pink 
and blue glitter glue and even 
a slime starter kit. Retailers 
are also widening their arrays 
of  scented pencils. Walmart 
has added such smells as 
bacon, grass, onion, mud 
and pickle. Target’s scented 
pencils feature such smells as 

cola and jelly doughnut.
•LLAMAS VS. UNICORNS: 

Rainbow unicorns are seeing 
a bit of  competition. Llamas 
are in demand for decora-
tion on backpacks and other 
school supplies. Dayna Isom 
Johnson, a trend expert at 
Etsy, said the search results 
for unicorns have more 
than doubled in the first six 
months of  this year compared 
to the same period last year. 
They’re still way ahead, but 
the interest is llamas is grow-
ing — search results for them 
more than tripled in that 
same time frame.

“It might be time for some-
thing new to come along,” 
Johnson added.

A Lincoln High School grad-
uate and Ellwood City native 
is serving in the Navy, living 
on the coast of  Spain, and par-
ticipating in a critical NATO 
ballistic missile defense (BMD) 
mission while assigned to the 
guided-missile destroyer.

Petty Officer 1st Class Rob 
Smiley is an information sys-
tems technician aboard one of  
the four advanced warships 
forward-deployed to Rota, 
Spain, a small village on the 
country’s southwest coast, 
65 miles south of  the city of  
Seville.

A Navy information systems 
technician is responsible for 
ensuring communications sys-
tems are working on and off  
the ship. The technicians are 

also in charge of  all computers 
and security of  information on 
the ship.

Smiley credits success in 
the Navy with lessons learned 
growing up in Ellwood City.

“I’ve learned to work hard 

and always do what is right,” 
said Smiley.

These four destroyers are 
forward-deployed in Rota 
to fulfill the United States’ 
phased commitment to NATO 

BMD while also carrying out a 
wide range of  missions to sup-
port the security of  Europe.

According to the NATO 
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LIVING HERE
If the

burden is 
light, then 

help
Dear Dave: Do you 

believe the adult child of  a 
senior citizen, who is phys-
ically and mentally healthy 
but has neglected to plan 
for retirement, should be 
burdened with providing 
financial assistance to that 
parent — Robbie

Dear Robbie: Based on 
the word-
ing in your 
question, 
I can only 
believe 
you don’t 
think the 
adult child 
should be 
“burdened” 
to pro-
vide this 
assistance. 
My guess 
is you’re 

talking about one of  your 
own parents. I understand 
that you might be aggra-
vated with a parent who 
has been irresponsible 
with their money. But in 
my mind, there’s a bigger 
question. How big is the 
burden?

I talked to a guy recently 
who was making $1.5 mil-
lion a year. He was ques-
tioning whether he should 
help his dad —- an older 
man in poor health, who 
didn’t handle his money 
well — by giving him 
$1,000 a month. There’s no 
question you give that guy 
money. You’re making mil-
lions, but you don’t want to 
help your sick dad? Come 
on!

But if  you bring home 
$2,000 a month, and your 
family is barely getting by, 
you’re not morally required 
to financially take care of  a 
parent who was irresponsi-
ble with their money.

It’s all relative. Do you 
have the money? Can you 
provide this help without 
placing an undue burden 
on yourself  and your fami-
ly? If  the answer is yes, you 
may be asking more about 
your own aggravation than 
any sort of  moral obliga-
tion.

But no, you’re not moral-
ly obligated to destroy your 
own life, or your family, to 
take care of  a relative who 
didn’t take care of  them-
selves financially. — Dave 

Dear Dave: I’ve going 
to be debt-free with a full 
emergency fund in pace 
by the end of  the year. I’m 
going to get a dog after that, 
but I wanted to make sure 
I did it the right way and 
was in good financial shape 
before making that move. 
Is a separate emergency 
fund for pets a good idea? 
— Scott

Dear Scott: My wife and 
I love animals. We’ve had 
a least one dog the whole 
time we’ve been married. 
Still, I think a full emer-
gency fund of  three to six 
months of  expenses will 
cover you and your pet.

You go through some 
expense as a pet owner, 
along with happy, wonder-
ful times and heartbreak-
ing things, too. We lost our 
golden retriever recently, 
and I can tell you that was 
really hard on everyone. 
You love them like they’re 
family, but you still have to 
use common sense some-
times, and remember that 
they’re animals and not 
human beings. Part of  that 
includes spending reason-
able amounts of  money 
on them — and in some 
unfortunate cases — doing 
things with the animal’s 
best interest, not our own 
desires, in mind.

What is a reasonable 
amount? That depends on 
how stable you are finan-
cially. It’s really a ratio 
question of  expense to 
means. But no, I wouldn’t 
recommend a second emer-
gency fund just for pets. 
— Dave

Dave 
Ramsey

Dave Says...

Retailers raise game on 
back-to-school supplies

An ocean away,
Ellwood City native

supports NATO mission

Job shadow opportunities needed for students
“Career Readiness” is a 

term familiar to any individ-
ual working in the education 
sector.

It’s also a term becoming 
familiar to all students, and 
that parents will be hearing 
more frequently.

The Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of  Education has placed 
a renewed focus on Career 
Readiness and standards that 
have been in place for schools 
and students since 2006. The 
department notes that “Col-
lege and Career Readiness 
will assist Pennsylvania 
students to be prepared for 

meaningful 
engagement in 
post-second-
ary education, 
in work force 
training, in 
career path-
ways, and as 
responsible, 
involved citi-
zens.”

Career Read-
iness for Law-
rence County 
School-
To-Work, 
Inc., means 

continuing to fulfill our 

mission that was started 
in 1998: to partner with the 
community to promote the 
integration of  business and 
industry, including skills and 
behaviors, into the classroom 
to facilitate the transition of  
students from school to work. 
Career Readiness is a need 
that all business owners and 
leaders look for in employees.

There are many areas cov-
ered under the Academic 
Standards for Career and 
Education Work Standards 
developed by the Pennsylva-
nia Department of  Education. 
One that has undergone a 

recent change will affect our 
business community. Busi-
nesses are being asked to 
assist students in fulfilling a 
requirement called job shad-
owing.

Job shadowing gives the 
student first-hand exposure 
into the career they are inter-
ested in pursuing by working 
with business volunteers. It 
connects what they learn in 
school to how their knowledge 
and skills will be transferred 
successfully into the work-
place. Each school district 

Lynda
Jaworski
Rapone

My Desk

CONTRIBUTED
Petty Officer 1st Class Rob Smiley is an information systems techni-
cian aboard one of the four advanced warships forward-deployed to 
Rota, Spain.

‘My grandfather and 
uncle both served. Their 
stories made me want to 
experience the travel and 
rewards of being a 
sailor.’

Rob Smiley
Petty Officer 1st Class

SEE OCEAN, A8

AP 
From left, Cash Miller, his sister Kaya Miller, their mother Angie Miller and their brother Jax Miller work on 
artwork Aug. 1 at their kitchen table in Hartford, Wis. Angie Miller bought them some of the hot items in 
the back to school aisle this year, including glitter glue, scented pencils, special erasable pens, a bullet 
journal and decorative tape.

SEE STUDENTS, A7


