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LIVING HERE

Union Middle/High School  
honors area veterans

The Union Area Middle/
High School conducted its 
annual Veteran’s Day Pro-
gram on Friday. 

The event was presented by 
Darleen Kelly of  Americorps.

The ceremony was dedicat-
ed to the honorable men and 
women who have fought and 
served, and it provided an 
opportunity for the student 
body to become involved in 
community outreach.

Students of  all grades stayed 
after school hours to help dec-
orate and set up for the vet-
erans program, and students 
who have veterans in their 
families invited them to the 

program and to share a break-
fast beforehand.

The Union Area Scotties 
Marching Band played songs 
from its performance in the 
New Castle Veteran’s Day 
parade.

The guest speaker was Sgt. 
David Wilson, who shared his 
story and what his experience 
in the military meant to him. 
The veteran attendees includ-
ed Union superintendent Mike 
Ross. 

“I am especially proud of  
the respect all our students 
showed the veterans,” Kelly 
commented about the pro-
gram. 

‘Messiah’ nears eight decades of performance
Seventy-seven years and 

counting.
The New Castle Music 

Club Chorus is presenting 
Messiah, George F. Han-
del’s sacred oratorio, at 3 
p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 26 at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 
located at 212 N. Mill St. in 
New Castle.

The event, which is support-
ed in part by a grant from the 
Pennsylvania Council on the 
Arts, a state agency funded by 
the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania and the National Endow-

ment for the Arts, features a 
plethora of vocal and musical 
talents.

Selections for this year’s 
performance include “And the 
Glory of the Lord”; “And He 
Shall Purify”; “O Thou That 

Tellest Good Tidings to Zion”; 
“For Unto Us a Child is Born”; 
“Glory to God”; “His Yoke is 
Easy, and His Burthen is Light”; 
“Behold the Lamb of God”; 
“Surely He Hath Borne Our 
Griefs”; “Let Us Break Their 

Bonds Asunder”; “Hallelujah!”; 
“Worthy is the Lamb”; and 
“Amen.”

The cast features a wide 
range of talent from around 
the region, including Zachary 
Luchetti, Karen Olexsak, Sasha 

Piastro, Madelynn Wan-
ner, Edward Graybill, 
Andrew Erb, Kathy Mill-
er, Debra Johnson, and 
Harry Cunningham.

Luchetti, who is a bari-
tone, joins the New Castle 
Music Club for his 10th 
performance as soloist 
in Messiah since 2006. 

Having sung opera across the 
country, his vast repertoire of  
over 70 roles includes Amonasro 
in Aida, Figaro in Il barbiere di 
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Career fair 
encourages 

area students 
to consider health 
care opportunities

BY NANCY LOWRY
NEW CASTLE NEWS

Between 800 and 900 
eighth-graders from Law-
rence County schools were 
encouraged Thursday to con-
sider health-related careers.

The students, attending a 
Career Fair sponsored by 
Lawrence County School-to-
Work and held at the Scot-
tish Rite Cathedral, learned 
about a variety of  occupa-
tions they might consider, 
what classes they might take 
while sill in high school to 
prepare for the jobs, what, if  
any, post-secondary educa-
tion or training is required 
and salaries that can be 
expected.

“Not all health care 
jobs involve blood and guts, 
and not all health care pro-
fessionals are doctors or 
nurses,”” said executive 
director Lynda Jawor-
ski-Rapone.

“There are many oppor-
tunities from respiratory 
therapists, to physical and 
occupational therapists, 
EMTs, lab techs, dietitians, 
medical transcriptionists, 
computer skills for medical 
imaging, phlebotomists who 
draw blood, home health 
aids, marketing, any number 
of  related careers,” she said.

At The Cathedral, students 
were divided into groups. 
They heard UPMC James-
on medical social worker 
William Purcell, who spoke 
about being part of  the 
health team and assisting 
patients and their families 
to access needed resources 
after they are discharged to 
maintain their independence.

“There are many opportu-
nities in health care, espe-
cially in this area near Pitts-
burgh,” he said. “It’s not all 
about patient care.”

He urged students to decide 

Mulling medical

NANCY LOWRY | NEWS
Eighth grade students from all of Lawrence County Schools participated on Thursday in a Career Fair 
sponsored by Lawrence County School-to-Work. Students learned what career opportunities are 
available to them.

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY TYLER WIGLEY
Military personnel and veterans stand and listen during a veter-
an’s Day program at the Union Area Middle/High School.
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You’re 
under no 

obligation
Dear Dave: Our son is about 

to graduate from law school. 
He took out a loan to cover the 
cost, but we’ve always been 
debt-free and have been paying 
on it to help him out while he 
finishes his studies. The balance 
on the loan right now is around 
$30,000. He has a job waiting 
for him after he graduates, so 
we’re thinking about telling him 
it will be his responsibility to 
finish paying off the loan at that 
point. Is that wrong? — Pat

Dear Pat: There’s absolutely 
nothing wrong with a young law 
school graduate earning a living 
and paying off his own debt. I 
hope he appreciates how gener-

ous you both 
have been, but 
you shouldn’t 
feel as if  you’re 
obligated to 
continue mak-
ing these pay-
ments after he 
finishes school 
and begins 
working.

Now, if  you 
decide to pay it 
off for him as 
a gift for suc-

cessfully completing law school 
— and you’re in a financial 
position to do so without hurt-
ing yourselves or your future 
— that’s fine, too. It would be 
another incredibly generous act. 
And in my mind, generosity of  
that magnitude should be met 
with gratitude and appreciation 
of equal measure.

If you choose this route, let 
him know how and why you 
were able to give him this gift. 
Don’t hold it over his head or 
beat him up with it, but stress 
the importance of being wise 
with money, saving and invest-
ing, and staying out of debt in 
the future. Let him know if he’ll 
follow your example, he might 
be able to do the same kind of  
thing for his kids someday. That 
would be a wonderful thing to 
see, wouldn’t it?

Dear Dave: I know you advise 
most people to buy used cars. 
Do you have a rule of thumb for 
a mileage limit when it comes to 
buying a used vehicle? — Paul

Dear Paul: No, not really. 
Sometimes mileage alone can be 
a good indicator of the quality 
of a used vehicle, but that’s not 
always the case. I would also 
advise doing a little research, 
and maybe letting a trusted 
mechanic have a look to deter-
mine if there are any issues that 
might give you trouble soon.

The more inexpensive, and 
cheaply made a car is, the more 
likely it becomes that it would 
be worn down by higher mile-
age. Some vehicles start to get 
a little ragged at 100,000 miles, 
while others are just getting a 
feel for the road at that point. Of  
course, a lot depends on your 
budget, too.

Overall, I would advise you to 
look for something that has a 
good reputation, a solid history, 
and as little mileage as possible. 
There are good, used cars out 
there that will last for years!

Dave Ramsey is CEO of  
Ramsey Solutions. He has 
authored seven best-selling 
books. Follow Dave on the web 
at daveramsey.com and on 
Twitter at @DaveRamsey.
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